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Film/ Fiction/ Visualisations 

Chak, Tings. 2017. Undocumented: The Architecture of 
Migrant Detention [Graphic Novel]. Toronto: Ad Astra 
Comix. 

Kurgan, Laura. 2009. Spatial Information Design Lab: 
Justice Re-Investment New Orleans [Mappings/ Studio 
work]. New York: GSAPP Columbia.  

Okubo, Mine. 1946. Citizen 13660 [Graphic Novel]. New 
York: Columbia University Press. 

Tom Morgan and Darren Dharmadasa. 2016. Blacksites 
[www.blacksites.org] 

Core Texts

Alves, Jaime Amparo. 2013. “From Necropolis to 
Blackpolis: Necropolitical Governance and Black Spatial 
Praxis in Sao Paulo, Brazil. ” Antipode. 46:2, 323- 339. 

Davis, Angela. 2003. “The Prison Industrial Complex” in 
Are Prisons Obsolete. New York: Seven Stories Press.  
84–104. 

Khalili, Laleh. 2012. “Introduction” in Time in the 
Shadows: Confinement in Counterinsurgencies. Stanford 
University Press. 1–10. 

Pieris, Anoma. 2016. “Changi: A Penal Genealogy across 
the Pacific War.” Fabrications. 26:1, 50–71. 

Imprisoning, detaining, containing, outsourcing, 
policing, privatising, surveilling, interning 

Prisons, detention camps, labour camps, private police 
forces, technologies 

Modernity produces the subject as a scientific, 
categorised, contained and regulated being through 
technologies of surveillance. Incarcerating involves the 
scrutiny and punishment of bodies that are rendered 
as racial, ethnic or religious ‘other’. The typologies 
extend from detention, displacement and labour 
camps which utilise forms of walls, fences, checkpoints, 
security cameras, biometric profiling and data capture 
technologies, to the everyday routines of racialised 
stop and search on sidewalks. For Angela Davis, the 
incarcerating typology of the prison replaces the 
plantation as a site for the exploitation of labour, where 
racial violence and associated urbicide continue into 
the present. Yet incarcerating practices extend beyond 
the boundaries of the nation state and particular 
geographies. Processes of arrest, interrogation and 
prolonged detention through invisible extra-territorial 
and proxy detention sites point to a global landscape 
of incarceration extending from Australia’s “Blacksites” 
to the Middle East and North America with forms of 
mass incarceration that are rendered banal. While 
incarcerating practices are marked by asymmetrical 
power relationships, these are countered by practices of 
gendered resistance and everyday spatial transgressions, 
suggestive of an alternative kind of political space in  
the making. 
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Projects & Resources

Black Sites:  
blacksites.org

Decolonising Design 
https://www.decolonisingdesign.com

‘Space of Refuge’, Negotiating Space with Refugees 
Inside the Palestinian Camp led by Samar Maqusi: 
http://www. samarmaqusi.com

Spatial Information Design Lab led by Laura Kurgan: 
spatialinformationdesignlab.org

More reading

Bermann, Karen. 1998. “The House Behind” in Pile, Steve., 
and Heidi Nast.(eds.) Places Through the Body, London: 
Routledge. 165 - 180. 

Giaccaria, Paolo, and Minca, Claudio. 2011. 
“Topographies/Topologies of the Camp: Auschwitz as a 
Spatial Threshold.” Political Geography. 30: 3–12. 

Henni, Samia. 2017. Architecture of Counter Revolution: 
The French Army in Northern Algeria. Zurich: GTA Verlag.

Herscher, Andrew and Siddiqi, Anooradha. 2017. Spatial 
Violence. New York: Routledge. 

Horiuchi, Lynne. 2008. “Mine Okubo’s Citizen 13660 
and her Trek Artwork in Robinson, Greg and Creef, 
Elena. (eds.). Mine Okubo Following her Own Road. 
Washington: University of Washington Press, 111 – 130. 

Katz, Irit., Martin, Diana., and Claudio Minca (eds). 2018. 
Camps Revisited: Multifaceted Spatialities of a Modern 
Political Technology. London: Rowman and Littlefield. 

Konaté, Dior. 2012.“Penal Architecture: An Essay on 
Prison Designs in Colonial Senegal”, in Demissie, Fassil. 
(ed.) Colonial Architecture and Urbanism in Africa: 
Intertwined and Contested Legacies. London: Ashgate. 

Nolan, Ginger. 2018. “Quasi-Urban Citizenship: The Global 
Village as the Nomos of the Modern”. The Journal of 
Architecture. 23:3, 448 – 470. 

Purbrick, Louise. 2011. “The Last Murals of Long Kesh: 
Fragments of Political Imprisonment at the Maze Prison, 
Northern Ireland in Myers, Adrian and Moshenska, 
Gabriel. (eds.). Archaeologies of Internment. New York: 
Springer. 263 – 284. 

Sanyal, Romola. 2014. “Urbanizing Refuge: Interrogating 
Spaces of Displacement.” International Journal of Urban 
and Regional Research. 38:2, 558 - 72. 

Sperry, Raphael. 2014. “Architecture, Activism and 
Abolition: From Prison Design Boycott to ADPSR’s 
Human Rights Campaign.” Himada, Nasrin and Lee, Chris 
(eds.) Incarceration: Scapegoat Journal. 7, 29 – 37. 

Yiftachel, Oren. 2009. “Critical Theory and ‘Gray Space’: 
Mobilisation of the Colonised.” City. 13:2 – 3, 246 – 263. 

Weizman, Eyal. 2007. Hollow Land: Israel’s Architecture 
of Occupation. London: Verso. 

Wilson Gilmore, Ruth. 2007. Golden Gulag: Prisons, 
Surplus, Crisis and Opposition in Globalising California. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 

wa Thiong’o, Ngúgí. 1982. Detained: A Writer’s Prison 
Diary. London: Heinemann. 

Six Frames 

Centralising  
The design of centrality – of city centres, public squares, 
museums, neighbourhood precincts and tourist zones – 
is invested in the question of value; what matters and by 
extension, who matters. Constitutions of ‘authenticity’ 
are rendered in the ethos and aesthetics of centralising 
and its modalities of ‘whiteness’, as well as spatial forms 
of ethno-nationalisms. 

Circulating  
Moving or having to be on the move speaks to the 
immense efforts and ingenuities required to undertake a 
journey and the heightening of borders that hinder these 
flows. In circulating, ‘race’ is destabilised and remade in 
markets, music halls and spiritual spaces, leading to new 
spatial displacements and solidarities. 

Domesticating  
Domesticating occurs through the dispossession of and 
entitling to land. Through the control and disciplining 
of home and the gendering of labour, inequalities are 
secured in forms of suburbanising, compounding and 
ghettoising, and recomposed in the makeshift modes of 
squatting. 

Extracting  
The stripping out of assets dislocates humanity, goods 
and responsibilities to an ‘elsewhere’, through the legal 
and material constitution of special zones such as mines, 
harbours and dumping sites. In this process, labour 
is also dislocated by being rendered less visible and 
without rights, increasingly apparent in new mutations of 
casualised economies. 

Immobilising  
The structure, technologies and rhetorical performance 
of the state is central to illegalising and limiting the 
mobility of racialised and classed subjects. The extreme 
violation of rights proliferates in partitions and borders 
but is also evident in the banality of waiting rooms and 
processing offices. 

Incarcerating  
Incarcerating is the surveillance and punishment of 
racialised, ethnicised and religious ‘others’. Spatial 
typologies extend from detention camps to data capture 
technologies, to stop and search on street sidewalks. 

An Open-Access Curriculum 

This project asks what a curriculum on space-making 
and race-making might look like with architecture and 
the designed world as a key reference point. We engage 
with how understandings of race-making might be 
extended through imagined and constructed forms of 
architecture. Buildings, highways, suburbs and townships 
are constitutive of how individuals become positioned in 
a vast spectre of racial segregation, tangible in the shape 
of space and the materiality of concrete and corrugated 
iron. In this curriculum architecture is a way of imagining, 
building and validating a world. Architecture is bricks 
and mortar; the interior arrangements of culture in the 
positioning of thresholds, openings and objects; and 
the accumulation of these built forms and practices 
into social forms of association and dis-association. 
Architecture is also professionalised, existing as a highly 
mediated form of knowledge-making that interacts with 
speculators, planning authorities and local communities 
for its pay checks, compliance and legitimation. It lays 
claim to the physical and experimental possibilities of 
imagining that is frequently communicated through 
the visual formats of drawings, models, exhibitions and 
buildings. At the project’s core is an understanding of 
racialisation as a process of violent displacement – of 
person, of land, of future – simultaneously with an 
emplacement through citizenship status, territory, built 
objects and knowledge forms. 

Our curriculum recognises a lineage of racialised 
hierarchies endemic to capitalist systems and cultural 
life that extends from colonialism to coloniality, 
slavery to incarceration, liberalism to subordination, 
and sovereignty to populism. We question both the 
subject of ‘race’ and the subject of architecture: how 
individuals are rendered as labourer, domestic worker, 
or immigrant in legal and cultural terms, with how the 
architectures of camp, compound and detention centre 
solidify the symbolic and lived forms of these positions. 
Yet within, around and beyond these structures of racial 
capital, is the substance of transgression. It conveys 
how struggles for social justice are galvanised through 
space in the convening powers of the margins, and in the 
arrangements of material and practices that together 
stake a place. Dance halls, streets, and spiritual interiors 
are counter architectures in which different circuits of 
connection, processes of validation and alternative ways 
of inhabiting the world are established.

The curriculum is spread over six frames and six posters. 
Alongside the curriculum are a series of commissioned 
engagements and shared resources hosted on the 
website: Racespacearchitecture.org


