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Film/ Fiction/ Visualisations 

Freidrichs, Chad. 2011. The Pruitt-Igoe Myth [Film]. 

Julien, Isaac. 1989. Looking for Langston [Film]. 

McKay, Claude. 1922. Harlem Shadows. 

Vladislavic, Ivan. 2006. Portrait with Keys: Joburg & 
What-What. Johannesburg: Umuzi. 

Core Texts 

Jazeel, Tariq. 2011. “Spatialising Difference beyond 
Cosmopolitanism: Rethinking Planetary Futures.” Theory, 
Culture & Society. 28:5, 75-97. 

Kincaid, Jamaica. 1988. A Small Place. New York: Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux. 

Loo, Yat Ming. 2013. Architecture and Urban Form in 
Kuala Lumpur. London: Ashgate. 

Roy, Ananya. 2018. “At the Limits of Urban Theory: 
Racial Banishment in the Contemporary City.” 
Podcast and video available at: http://www.lse.ac.uk/
Events/2018/02/20180213t1830vSZT/at-the-limits-of-
urban-theory 

Yeoh, Brenda S.A., and Lily Kong. The Politics of 
Landscapes in Singapore: Constructions of “Nation”. 
NewYork: Syracuse University Press. 

Accumulating, dispossessing, gentrifying, whitening, 
ethnicising, arting, theming, consuming 

Centres, margins, creative precincts, tourisms, zones, 
frontiers, uptowns, downtowns 

Architecture and planning are deeply imbricated in 
the design of centrality: of city centres, public squares, 
museums, urban precincts and tourist zones that make 
up a global validation of centres and invalidation of 
margins. These practices of rendering places as central 
are part of a political economy of design and evaluation 
that are invested in questions of not only what matters, 
but by extension, who matters. Centres are imagined, 
marketed and surveilled for a particular kind of citizen 
and associated behaviours of consumption. While 
often unspoken, the actively designed process of 
centralising can be imbued in racial hierarchy as well 
as the production of ethno-nationalisms. This frame of 
centralising brings to the fore the political economy 
of ‘whiteness’ and ethno-nationalism, questioning 
its mechanisms of production along with how it is 
challenged in everyday life. 
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Projects & Resources

10 Tooba, Applied Research in the Built Environment: 
http://www.10tooba.org/en/

African Mobilities, curated by Mpho Matsipa: 
http://africanmobilities.org/ 

Latin Elephant:  
https://latinelephant.org/ 

The Charlottesville Syllabus: 
https://medium.com/@UVAGSC/the-charlottesville-
syllabus-9e01573419d0

Uncomfortable Art Tours / The Exhibitionist: 
https://www.theexhibitionist.org 

 

More Reading

Battle-Baptiste, Whitney and Rusert, Britt (eds.). 2018. 
W.E.B Du Bois Data Portraits: Visualising Black America. 
Princeton: Princeton Architectural Press. [See also 
Library of Congress for images: https://bit.ly/2MmESW1] 

Bou Akar, Hiba. 2018. For the War Yet to Come: Planning 
Beirut’s Frontiers. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

Elshahed, Mohamed. 2015. “The Prospects of 
Gentrification in Downtown Cairo: Artists, Private 
Investment and the Neglectful State.” Global 
Gentrifications: Uneven Development and Displacement, 
edited by Loretta Lees, Hyun Bang Shin and Ernesto 
López-Morales. Bristol: Policy Press, 121-142. 

Hasdell, Peter and Betancour, Ana. 1998. “Tango: A 
Choreography of Urban Displacement”. White Papers, 
Black Marks, edited by Lesley Lokko. London: The 
Athlone Press. 146-175. 

Kobayashi, Audrey and Peake, Linda. 2000.“Racism 
out of Place: Thoughts on Whiteness and an Antiracist 
Geography in the New Millenium,” Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers. 90:2, 392-403. 

Hunter, Marcus Anthony, in Robinson, Zandria. 2018. 
Chocolate Cities: The Black Map of American Life. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Jackson, Emma. 2019. “Valuing the Bowling Alley: 
Contestations over the Preservation of Spaces of 
Everyday Urban Multiculture in London.” The Sociological 
Review. 67:1, 79-94. 

Perera, Jessica. 2019.“The London Clearances: Race, 
Housing and Policing. ”Institute of Race Relations. 
Background Paper no.12. 

Rhodes-Pitts, Sharifa. 2011. Harlem is Nowhere. London: 
Granta Books. 

Rolnik, Raquel. 2019. Urban Warfare: Housing Under the 
Empire of Finance [Translated by Felipe Hirschhorn]. 
London: Verso. 

Secor, Anna. 2002. “There is an Istanbul that belongs to 
me”: Citizenship, Space, and Identity in the City.” Annals 
of the Association of American Geographers. 94:2, 352-
368. 

Shaw, Wendy S. 2011. Cities of Whiteness. London: John 
Wiley & Sons. 

Shildrick, Tracy. 2018. “Lessons from Grenfell: Poverty 
Propaganda, Stigma and Class Power.” The Sociological 
Review. 66:4, 783–798. 

Tyler, Imogen. 2018. “Resituating Erving Goffman: From 
Stigma Power to Black Power.” The Sociological Review. 
66:4, 744-765. 

Six Frames 

Centralising  
The design of centrality – of city centres, public squares, 
museums, neighbourhood precincts and tourist zones – 
is invested in the question of value; what matters and by 
extension, who matters. Constitutions of ‘authenticity’ 
are rendered in the ethos and aesthetics of centralising 
and its modalities of ‘whiteness’, as well as spatial forms 
of ethno-nationalisms. 

Circulating  
Moving or having to be on the move speaks to the 
immense efforts and ingenuities required to undertake a 
journey and the heightening of borders that hinder these 
flows. In circulating, ‘race’ is destabilised and remade in 
markets, music halls and spiritual spaces, leading to new 
spatial displacements and solidarities. 

Domesticating  
Domesticating occurs through the dispossession of and 
entitling to land. Through the control and disciplining 
of home and the gendering of labour, inequalities are 
secured in forms of suburbanising, compounding and 
ghettoising, and recomposed in the makeshift modes of 
squatting. 

Extracting  
The stripping out of assets dislocates humanity, goods 
and responsibilities to an ‘elsewhere’, through the legal 
and material constitution of special zones such as mines, 
harbours and dumping sites. In this process, labour 
is also dislocated by being rendered less visible and 
without rights, increasingly apparent in new mutations of 
casualised economies. 

Immobilising  
The structure, technologies and rhetorical performance 
of the state is central to illegalising and limiting the 
mobility of racialised and classed subjects. The extreme 
violation of rights proliferates in partitions and borders 
but is also evident in the banality of waiting rooms and 
processing offices. 

Incarcerating  
Incarcerating is the surveillance and punishment of 
racialised, ethnicised and religious ‘others’. Spatial 
typologies extend from detention camps to data capture 
technologies, to stop and search on street sidewalks. 

An Open-Access Curriculum 

This project asks what a curriculum on space-making 
and race-making might look like with architecture and 
the designed world as a key reference point. We engage 
with how understandings of race-making might be 
extended through imagined and constructed forms of 
architecture. Buildings, highways, suburbs and townships 
are constitutive of how individuals become positioned in 
a vast spectre of racial segregation, tangible in the shape 
of space and the materiality of concrete and corrugated 
iron. In this curriculum architecture is a way of imagining, 
building and validating a world. Architecture is bricks 
and mortar; the interior arrangements of culture in the 
positioning of thresholds, openings and objects; and 
the accumulation of these built forms and practices 
into social forms of association and dis-association. 
Architecture is also professionalised, existing as a highly 
mediated form of knowledge-making that interacts with 
speculators, planning authorities and local communities 
for its pay checks, compliance and legitimation. It lays 
claim to the physical and experimental possibilities of 
imagining that is frequently communicated through 
the visual formats of drawings, models, exhibitions and 
buildings. At the project’s core is an understanding of 
racialisation as a process of violent displacement – of 
person, of land, of future – simultaneously with an 
emplacement through citizenship status, territory, built 
objects and knowledge forms. 

Our curriculum recognises a lineage of racialised 
hierarchies endemic to capitalist systems and cultural 
life that extends from colonialism to coloniality, 
slavery to incarceration, liberalism to subordination, 
and sovereignty to populism. We question both the 
subject of ‘race’ and the subject of architecture: how 
individuals are rendered as labourer, domestic worker, 
or immigrant in legal and cultural terms, with how the 
architectures of camp, compound and detention centre 
solidify the symbolic and lived forms of these positions. 
Yet within, around and beyond these structures of racial 
capital, is the substance of transgression. It conveys 
how struggles for social justice are galvanised through 
space in the convening powers of the margins, and in the 
arrangements of material and practices that together 
stake a place. Dance halls, streets, and spiritual interiors 
are counter architectures in which different circuits of 
connection, processes of validation and alternative ways 
of inhabiting the world are established.

The curriculum is spread over six frames and six posters. 
Alongside the curriculum are a series of commissioned 
engagements and shared resources hosted on the 
website: Racespacearchitecture.org


